


In order to be a security officer in the state of California you must obtain a Security Officer's 
Registration ("Guard Card"). California's regulator of the security industry is a division of its 
Department of Consumer Affairs, known as the Bureau of Security and Investigative Services 
(BSIS). The bureau states that to obtain this registration you must receive an initial eight hours of 
training in the "Powers to Arrest" training course, score 100% on the exam, and pass a criminal 
background check conducted by the FBI and the California Department of Justice.  
  
In our "Powers to Arrest" training course you will go through a series of scenerios that are 
designed to teach you the roles and responsibilities of a security officer, covering the following topics:  

(1) Responsibilities and ethics in citizen arrest.  

(2) Relationship between a security guard and a peace officer in making an arrest.  

(3) Limitations on security guard power to arrest.  

(4) Restrictions on searches and seizures.  

(5) Criminal and civil liabilities.  

(A) Personal liability.  

(B) Employer liability.  

(6) Trespass law.  

(7) Ethics and communications.  

(8) Emergency situation response, including response to medical emergencies.  

(9) Security officer safety.   

You will then take an open book, multiple choice exam, and have your fingerprints submitted 
electronically by our onsite live scan operator.  
  
Next, we will register you with the BSIS, electronically. Then you contact BSIS at (916) 322-
4000, or click here after you wait seven to ten business days from the date that we registered 
you, to see if they have issued you the registration. The cost of our course is $291.00. 

http://www2.dca.ca.gov/pls/wllpub/wllqryna$lcev2.startup?p_qte_code=G&p_qte_pgm_code=2420
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